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ĕ In 2009:

ĔCounties, cities and businesses disposed of 
approximately 7.6 million tons of Solid Waste at 
an average cost of $277 million.

Ĕ 1.9 million tons were diverted or recycled 
saving local governments statewide 
approximately $69 million.

Ĕ $882 million in unrealized revenues if we had 
recycled just 75% of what was disposed



Fiber ɀMetal ɀPlastics ɀGlass 

ĕ )Æ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ȱ4ÏÐ τȱ ÃÏÍÍÏÄÉÔÉÅÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 
4ÅÎÎÅÓÓÅÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÁÒËÅÔ 
rates, revenues of $882 million could be 
realized by local governments and business.  



ĕ The manufacturing sectors which use 
secondary market materials  (based on the 
top four recyclable commodities) reported 
119, 700 jobs with an average wage of 
$45,550 (5.5 billion dollars annually)

ĕ Solid waste management  collection and 
disposal companies reported 8,326 existing 
jobs at an average wage of $47,118 (392 
million dollars annually)



Recycling Oriented Outcomes

ĕ Manufacturing facilities in 
full operation

ĕ Thousands of people 
working

ĕ Materials being used over 
and over again for new 
products

Unsustainable Practices

ĕ Low capacity or idle plants

ĕ The unemployed or 
reduced number working

ĕ One surcharge/tax on the 
disposal of materials ɀEnd 
of Life.



Rank Concern Percentage 

1 Fuel, energy costs 64% 

2 Tax, regulatory costs 63% 

3 Insurance costs 49% 

4 Wage costs 47% 

5 
Bank account and 
processing fees 

43% 

6 Occupancy costs 23% 

7 Product input costs 23% 

8 Borrowing costs 22% 

9 
Capital equipment, 
technology costs 

21% 

10 Foreign currencies 11% 

ɂThe January 2011 findings are based on 967 responses, collected from a stratified random sample of CFIB members, to a controlled-
access web survey. Findings are statistically accurate to +/- 3.2 per cent 19 times in 20.

http://www.cfib-fcei.ca/english/index.html


Why we must recycle ɀ
The Economics

ĕ Jobs ɀCreates and sustains

ĕ Economics ɀSaves money, 
avoids costs

ĕ Revenues ɀIncreases Tax Base

ĕ Material ɀBecoming cheaper 
than virgin material

ĕ Energy ɀMuch cheaper than 
virgin material extraction

ĕ Resource Management ɀ
Feedstock 

ĕ National Security ɀEnergy, 
%ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓȟ ÊÏÂÓȣȢ

Previous message why we 
must recycle -

ĕ Mandated

ĕ Save the environment

ĕ Expected by people

ĕ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏȣ





Brochures
Smart Guide Series
-Economic Overview
-Energy (Planned)
-Revenue (Planned)

Website Makeover
Statewide Branding
Networking 
Opportunities
Presentations



Build 
partnerships 
that:  

-Share resources
-Capitalize on cost 
avoidance

-Revenue generating
-Increases involvement
-Regional orientation
-Leverage economy of 
scale



The vast majority of 
Tennesseans have 

their waste services 
paid through property 

taxes.  

)ÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÒÅÁÔ ÓÏÌÉÄ 
waste like the utility 
that it is and tie the 

cost to service.  

Our Middle Tennessee 
Hub Project is 

considering a true Pay 
as You Throw System.


